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The references identified on the accompanying Form 1449 and/or described 
below may be considered relevant to the subject matter of the present application. A copy of one 
reference (EP 0910971) that is not a U.S. patent or U.S. published application is submitted 
herewith. Copies of the U.S. patents and published applications need not be submitted pursuant 
to 1276 OG 55 (August 5, 2003). A concise explanation of the relevance of EP 0910971, which 
is not in the English language, is provided below. 

U.S. Design Pat. No. D478,418 to Badillo et al. shows a belt clip for electronic 
devices. As seen from the side, the clip appears to be formed in an inverted U shape with front 
and back sections. The back section is a generally rectangular frame, open in the middle. The 
front section appears to include a fanciful wall that defines a U-channel, and a finger extending 
upwardly from the base of the channel. The finger extends forwardly, into and beyond the plane 
of the U-channel, as it extends upwardly. 

U.S. Pat. No. 5,927,580 to Ward-Llewellyn shows a quick release lateral closure 
system for connecting an accessory to a support body, such as a user's belt. The system includes 
a clasp formed from a strip of flexible material that is shaped as an endless loop, as shown in 
Figure 2, or a clip-like structure, as shown in Figure 14. In either case, the clasp includes a back 
wall and a front or "stationary" wall. The Figures show symmetrical cuts that run fi-om the top 
of the stationary wall toward the bottom to define a central deflectable wall. At column 4, lines 
11-13, the patent indicates that the cuts can be shorter and not extend to the top if the clasp is 
made of plastic. The cuts are parallel near the top and converge inwardly near the bottom, where 
they form a central tab, within which the deflectable wall forms an inwardly flared abutment. 
The central tab corresponds with a slot in the stationary wall for receiving a connector of the type 
that has a post and an enlarged head to be retained behind the stationary wall. In use, the 
connector is pushed against the deflectable wall to flex it inwardly until the enlarged head 
extends past the plane of the stationary wall. Once the post is inserted into the slot, the 
deflectable wall flexes back to its original position or until the abutment end engages the head of 
the connector, thereby retaining the connector in the slot. 

European patent publication EP 0 910 971, which is assigned to Siemens 
Aktiengesellschaft, shows a telephone belt clip in the shape of an inverted U, as viewed fi"om the 
side. The back side of the U shaped clip appears to be partially open and includes a protrusion at 
the bottom extending toward the front leg. A U-shaped hoop is attached to the front side, which 
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also includes a recess near the closed bottom of the hoop. An English-language abstract of the 
publication, a copy of which is submitted herewith, indicates that the clip is formed from a one- 
piece deformable plastic element. 

U.S. Pat. No. 5,597,102 to Saarikko et al describes a clip for a telephone or 
pager. The clip includes a U-channel for receiving a tab-type connector attached to the 
telephone. An elastic plate in the shape of an inverted U is attached to the upper part of the clip 
body at a point in the bend of the U. The first branch of the U-shaped plate is intended to be 
inserted behind a user's belt. The second branch of the U-shaped plate includes a sloped locking 
protrusion that projects through the body into the U-channel to engage the tab-type connector. 

U.S. Pat. No. 5,833,100 to Kim shows a cellular phone holder. The holder 
includes an elastic member having a base part and a protrusion part which projects out of the 
body into the U-channel. When a holding button (attached to the phone) is pressed downwardly 
into the channel, the protrusion part is elastically retracted into the body. The protrusion part 
elastically returns to its original position when the holding button reaches the lower end of the U- 
channel. The holding button can be removed from the channel in a similar way. 

U.S. Pat. No. 5,850,996 to Liang shows a clip for a telephone having push rods 
sloping from the sides of the clip downwardly toward a U-channel. A moveable plate is 
hingedly attached to the top of an opening in the firont face of the clip. The plate extends into the 
U-channel and has a pair of extension strips extending toward the bottom of the U-channel. The 
ends of the push rods have beveled edges that engage the extension strips and push the strips to 
push both the strips and plate inwardly when a retained telephone is to be released. 

U.S. Pat. App. Publication No. 2003/0047575, in the name of Enkerlin, et al, 
describes a telephone belt clip having an actuator that releases the telephone with a side to side 
motion. The actuator communicates with an elongated latch that includes an arcuate, sector 
shaped cut out for retaining a latch pin attached to a telephone. The latch also includes a resilient 
spring finger that touches the side wall of the housing while the sector shaped cut out engages 
the latch pin. When the actuator is pushed sideways, the elongated latch rotates about a pivot 
point, moving the sector shaped cut out away from the latch pin and deforming the spring finger 
against the housing wall. When the actuator is released, the spring finger urges the latch back 
into its resting and locked position. 
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U.S. Pat. App. Publication No. 2002/0170148, in the name of Mayne, et al, 
describes a camming belt clip. The belt clip includes two pivotably connecting wing portions 
that that can be brought together to grasp a device. The wing portions each have cams that 
engage a cam hole in a separate clip part. Rotation of the clip part with respect to the wing 
portions locks the cams and holds the wing portions together. 

U.S. Pat. No. 6,006,969 to Kim shows a belt holder for portable phones. The 
holder includes a U-channel on the front with an opening for receiving a pair of locking pieces. 
The locking pieces are disposed in the opening side by side, being biased toward each other by 
springs disposed between each locking piece and a side wall of the housing. Each locking piece 
has two sloped surfaces. The first sloped surface is adapted to engage a button connected to the 
phone when the button is inserted into the U-channel. The engagement pushes the locking pieces 
away from each other in sideways fashion against the urging of the springs. The second sloped 
surfaces push the pieces apart to release the phone when a pair of inclined surfaces attached to a 
release button are pushed downwardly between the pieces. 

U.S. Pat. No. 5,850,954 to Dong-Joo shows a clip for a cellular phone. The clip 
includes a U-channel disposed on a housing for receiving a button attached to the phone. A snap 
bolt protrudes from the housing into the U-channel through a T-shaped opening to retain the 
phone. The snap bolt includes a circular base that engages a spring for biasing the snap bolt into 
the channel. The front of the snap bolt includes a horizontal portion and a wedge at the bottom 
center of the horizontal portion, corresponding with the T-shaped opening of the housing. The 
button (attached to the phone) has a rounded pressing part for urging the snap bolt into the 
housing when the phone is to be removed. 

U.S. Pat. No. 5,730,342 to Tien shows a clip for a mobile telephone having a 
press button with downwardly extending side legs formed with beveled edges at the bottoms. 
The beveled edges engage a pair of triangular lugs on a swing plate that is hingedly engaged with 
openings in the housing. A spring biases the swing plate so that a protrusion extends into the U- 
channel of the clip to retain the telephone. When the press button is actuated, the beveled edges 
force the swing plate to rotate against the urging of the spring, thereby withdrawing the 
protrusion from the channel. 

U.S. Pat. No. 6,205,222 to Carpenter describes a clamping device for a portable 
telephone. The device includes a base that engages the telephone, and a clip pivotably attached 
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to the base. The clip can be rotated away from the base through a rotation path. An elastic band 
extends between the base and the clip, urging the clip toward the base until the clip is moved past 
an intermediate point in the rotation path. Once beyond the intermediate point, the elastic band 
urges the clip away from the base to act as a stand for hands free telephone operation. 



describe various features that may also be considered relevant. It is requested that the Examiner 
review the references described above and/or listed on the Form 1449, and make them of record 
in the present application as required by M.P.E.P. § 609. It is further requested that the Examiner 
initial the enclosed duplicate substitute Form 1449, and return one copy to the Applicant's 
undersigned representative with the next communication. 



pertinent prior art known to the Applicant and his attomeys as of the date hereof. This 
Information Disclosure Statement should not be construed as a representation that the references 
are material or that no better art exists. 



The remaining references listed on the accompanying Form 1449 show or 



The references listed in this Information Disclosure Statement comprise the most 
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